


Motorhome

Second and Third 
Test Match tickets

Official Lions Merchandise pack

Official Lions Supporter Village passes 
on Match day for second and third tests

Join your fellow fans at the 
Lions Supporter Village 

before cheering on The 
British & Irish Lions against 

New Zealand in the First Test at 
Eden park.

WELCOME  to The British & Irish Lions Tour to New Zealand - you are in for the trip of  
lifetime.  Your motorhome holiday will give you the freedom to explore this wonderful country 

and also be part of the greatest Lions Test series there has ever been. There is something very 
special about the Lions - and you will be part of it. Enjoy the open road and some fantastic 

rugby. Please visit the website for all information about these sample itineraries. Please take 
some time to read through all the information online – it will save you time in the long 

run – and allow you to enjoy the open roads on tour.

After exploring Auckland and picking 
up your campervan, start your New 
Zealand driving tour by heading 
to Waitomo (200km, 1hr45). 
If you arrive in time, visit the 
Waitomo Glowworm Caves.

If you didn’t visit the Glowworm Caves 
yesterday, take some time to do so today. The 
driver enjoys free entry to the caves so make 
the most of this! Then head back north to 
Hamilton Waikato (75km, 1 hr). 

Hamilton Waikato is a land of 
lush pastures that was chosen to play 

The Shire in The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit 
films. If you’re a Tolkien fan, drive east to Matamata and 
visit Hobbiton Movie Set. Or head to Casabella Lane 
in Hamilton for unique New Zealand-made items and 
boutique stores. Then get back on the road and head 
back to Auckland (125km, 2hrs) for the night.



After a night in Auckland, head back south, to the world-famous 
Rotorua ( 228km, 2hrs 50). When you enter Rotorua you might 
catch the faint scent of sulphur in the air and escaping curls of steam 

– demonstrating the region’s dramatic 
geothermal character. From crystal-clear 

streams and magical forests, to epic 
biking trails and explosive geysers, 
there is so much to do in Rotorua.

At Whakarewarewa, see how the 
people living there use the natural 

geothermal wonders for cooking, bathing 
and everyday living and in the depths of the forest, 

take a journey back in time at a 
Maori village. 

Leave for Taupo (81km, 1hr), but stop 
30 minutes south of Rotorua, to visit the 
Waiotapu Thermal Reserve. Make sure 
you get there before 10.15am, because 
that’s the time the Lady Knox geyser 
erupts. Then hit the road and stop again just 
before Taupo at the Huka Falls Lookout. After 
reaching Taupo, enjoy a picturesque lunch 
on the shores of Lake Taupo.

Drive from Taupo 
to Napier, Hawke’s 
Bay (141km, 1hr50). 
Rebuilt in 1930 after 
a huge earthquake, 

Napier, Hawke’s Bay is 
New Zealand’s Art Deco 

centre. Visit the traditional 
farmers market in Hastings, for the freshest produce and organic 
foods or try an orchard, farm, honey, cheese or chocolate tour. 

Spend a day in this beautiful region, famous for producing wine and 
locally grown delicacies. Take a wine tour around the vines and stop 
for a sip of sauvignon blanc or a taste of gourmet cheese. Self-tour 
the region with a food and wine trail map, or cycle from one winery 
to the next on one of the three Hawke’s Bay Trails.

This morning, head south to Martinborough (272km, 3hrs20). Martinborough is 
a quint, colonial town packed with charm, and keeping with the wine trail theme, 

features over 20 wineries, most within cycling and walking distance of the quaint 
village square. 

Rotorua is home to The New 
Zealand Sports Academy. It provides 
first-class Maori rugby coaching for 
young rugby union and league players. 
Ex Maori All Black Jim Love coaches 
at the academy.



Wake up in the beautiful Martinborough countryside and head south 
to Wellington (80km, 1hr15). Once in Wellington, head to the Lions 
Supporter Village to get into the rugby spirit with fellow Lions fans! 
Then descend on Westpac Stadium for the Second Test: New Zealand 
v British & Irish Lions.

The next day, spend the whole day in Wellington, recently named 
“the coolest little capital in the world” by Lonely Planet. Delve into 

the many museums, art galleries 
and theatre shows on offer and 

if you’re into the outdoors, 
Wellington has action-
packed adventure activities 

like mountain biking and 
sea-water kayaking, as well 

as beautiful walks around the 
harbour and surrounding hills.

Get an early start and head to the Wellington terminal for a ferry to the South 
Island.  The ferry from Wellington to Picton, in the stunning Marlborough 
Sounds, takes just over three hours. A f t e r 
disembarking, drive to Nelson 
(134 km, 1hr45) via the Queen 
Charlotte Drive. Take your time, 
as this drive is one of the most 
scenic in New Zealand. Once you 
arrive in Nelson, there is so much 
to explore. Head to the fabulous 
restaurants, some with huge views of 
Tasman Bay. 

The drive to Christchurch (non-stop) should take roughly 5 
hrs 15 minutes (415km) from Nelson. Head south on the State 

Highway 6 through the Nelson Lakes National Park. This is a great 
opportunity to take in the stunning scenery, mountains sculpted 

by massive glaciers during the most recent ice ages and the 
beginning of the awe-inspiring Southern Alps. When you 

arrive in Christchurch in time for dinner, wine and dine 
in one of the city’s popular pop-up restaurants

From June – August, Christchurch is a true winter 
wonderland and a hive of activity - from whale watching 

to alpine spa villages and soaking in natural thermal pools. 
The city has bounced back after the Canterbury Earthquakes of 

2010 and 2011 with innovative new attractions, as well as some old 
favourites.

Depart Christchurch and head east to Akaroa (83km, 1hr35 from Christchurch) 
where the scenery adds to the magic of this place. Visit the Akaroa museum and 

beautifully restored historic cottages. Akaroa has a French flair with street names, 
restaurants and colourful characters reflecting the early French settlement. After 

dinner in a charming bistro, head back towards Christchurch and park up for the night.



Drive north to Kaikoura (181km, 2hrs30) a picturesque coastal town, 
famous for marine mammal encounters – whales, fur seals and dolphins 

live permanently in the coastal waters. Whale watching trips leave the 
town several times a day and there are plenty of cafés, restaurants and 
shops to explore. After a day taking in the panoramic views, get back 

on the road and drive north to Blenheim (128km, 1hr35) for the night.

This will be your longest driving day. Get on an 
early morning ferry from Picton to Wellington 

(around 3hrs45) then head north, Auckland 
bound (8hrs from Wellington) and stay 
in Auckland overnight. Remember to 
take regular comfort breaks for rest and 

refreshments.

Today is your penultimate day in New Zealand before 
heading to the airport. Why not visit Waitangi 

Treaty Grounds where the Treaty of Waitangi 
was signed in 1840, establishing New 
Zealand as a nation of the British Empire. 
Perhaps take the passenger ferry from 
Paihia to Russell and explore the historic 

streets of New Zealand’s first capital.

After the thrills of the 
Third Test the day 
before, head north 
for Paihia (240 km, 
3hrs30). Discover this 
scenic part of the Bay of 
Islands with the Excitor, an amphibious 
vessel that takes you from Paihia to Cape 
Brett and the Cathedral Cave.

Head back to Auckland  
today, leave your 
campervan at the 
drop off point and 
head to the airport for 

your flight home.

Spend the day in Auckland and head to 
the Lions Supporter Village before 
The British & Irish Lions’ Final Test 
against New Zealand.

PICTON Day 18


