


First take some time to explore the city. The best way to do this 
is by making use of the Auckland Explorer Bus. The 

bus stops at the major attractions, such as Kelly 
Tarltons, Auckland Museum, Parnell Village, 

the Sky Tower and Victoria Park Market. 
Then pick up your Britz or Maui campervan 
for your self-drive tour. 

Join your fellow Lions fans at the Lions 
Supporter Village before cheering on The 

British & Irish Lions against New 
Zealand in the First Test at 

Eden Park.

It’ll take almost 5 hours of driving (371km, 
4hrs35) to get to Wellington, so take your 

time to enjoy the scenery on your way 
south. You’ll pass through Kaimanawa 
Forest Park with its beautiful scenery, 

streams and wildlife. Arrive in Wellington in 
the afternoon and if you have time, delve into 

one of the many museums, art galleries or theatre 
shows on offer.

Take the ferry from Wellington to Picton. Arrive 
by sea through the glorious maze of deep coves and 
bays that is Queen Charlotte Sound. After spending a 

little time exploring Blenheim, head south 
to Kaikoura (128km, 1.35hrs) ready 

for the next day of exploring this 
picturesque coastal town.

This town is famous for the whales, fur seals and dolphins that live permanently 
in the coastal waters. Whale watching trips leave the town several times a day 

and there are plenty of cafés, restaurants and shops to explore.

 

Warren Gatland, the coach of the 
Welsh Rugby Team and coach of 
The British & Irish Lions in 2013, 
is a Hamilton ex-pat who attended 
Hamilton Boys’ High School.

WELCOME  to The British & Irish Lions Tour to New Zealand - you are in for the trip of  lifetime.  Your motorhome 
holiday will give you the freedom to explore this wonderful country and also be part of the greatest Lions Test series 

there has ever been. There is something very special about the Lions - and you will be part of it. Enjoy the open road 
and some fantastic rugby. Please visit the website for all information about these sample itineraries. Please take 

some time to read through all the information online – it will save you time in the long run – and allow you 
to enjoy the open roads on tour.

Hamilton Waikato (125km, 2hrs from 
Auckland) is a land of lush pastures that was 
chosen to play The Shire in The Lord 
of the Rings and The Hobbit 
films. If you’re a Tolkien fan, 
drive east to Matamata and 
visit Hobbiton Movie Set, the 
amazing Hobbit-sized village 
created for the movies. 

Leave for Taupo (151km, 1hr55). 
Make sure you stop just before 

Taupo at the Huka Falls Lookout. 
After reaching Taupo, enjoy a 
picturesque lunch on the shores 

of Lake Taupo.



Motorhome

Test Match tickets

Official Lions 
Merchandise pack

Official Lions 
Supporter Village passes

Leave Kaikoura early to get the ferry from Picton back to 
Wellington. Arrive in Wellington in the afternoon ready to 

enjoy the build up to The British & Irish Lions Second 
Test against New Zealand.

Get into the rugby spirit with fellow Lions fans at 
the Lions Supporter Village. Then head to Westpac 

Stadium for the Second Test: New Zealand v British & 
Irish Lions.

It’ll take most of the day getting to 
Rotorua from Wellington (452km, 

5hr35). When you enter Rotorua 
you might catch the faint scent of 
sulphur in the air and the escaping 
curls of steam – demonstrating 

the region’s dramatic geothermal 
character. From crystal-clear streams 

and magical forests, to epic biking trails and 
explosive geysers, there is so much to do in Rotorua.  

  At Whakarewarewa, see how the people living 
there use the natural geothermal wonders for cooking, bathing 

and everyday living and in the depths of the forest, take a journey 
back in time at a Maori village. 

The drive to Bay of Plenty should take just 
over an hour from Rotorua. The Bay of Plenty 
is home to some of New Zealand’s most stunning 
beaches and New Zealand's only active marine 
volcano. Stunning in all seasons. Take a tour around 
a working kiwifruit orchard with Kiwi 
360, learn about the region's history 
at the Elms Mission House and 
boasting the sunniest climate 
in the North Island, the Bay of 
Plenty is a great place to enjoy 
the outdoors year-round. 

Rotorua is home to The New 
Zealand Sports Academy. It provides 
first-class Maori rugby coaching for 
young rugby union and league players. 
Ex Maori All Black Jim Love coaches 
at the academy.



Head north to Auckland (213km, 
2hrs50) and spend time 
in this vibrant and 
active city. Why not 
visit the Sky Tower 
where you can 
travel 328 metres 
up in glass fronted 
lifts to the spectacular 
viewing platforms. Or take in a daily Maori cultural 
performance at the Auckland Museum which includes 
a welcome dance, poi dance, stick game, weaponry 
display and haka. 

You can travel to Waiheke Island with your campervan 
by car ferry. Waiheke Island is a haven of beautiful 

vineyards, olive groves and beaches, and only a 
35 minute ferry ride from downtown Auckland. 
Explore the island’s trails which meander along 

cliff tops, down to the beaches and into enclaves of 
native forest. 

Spend the night on Waiheke 
Island before taking the car 
ferry back to Auckland (35 
minutes). Today you’ll need to 
return your campervan to the 
designated drop off and make 
sure you visit the Lions Supporter 
Village before The British & Irish Lions’ 
Final Test against New Zealand. 


